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Public Enemies hits theaters this month featuring…



68  I N D I A N A P O L I S  M O N T H LY

    s a kid, Johnny DeppJohnny Depp idol-
ized characters from the    
 golden age of gangsters …

… A time when Wall Street had
 plunged the country into the   
  Great DepressionGreat Depression …

… And Prohibition had driven the booze
 trade underground.

Keep ’emKeep ’em
up!up!

In those days, while John DillingerJohn Dillinger was    
 holding up banks and grocers in Indiana … 

... The handsome Hoosier 
criminal had always dreamed 
  of being an actor.

 So when a script landed in Depp’s offi ce in 2007 
with This note: “Director Michael Mann would  
  like to talk to you about playing Dillinger” … 

… Depp’s grandfather was running moonshine 
  in rural Kentucky. And ironically ...

Let’s do it!Let’s do it!
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     hen Depp visited Dillinger’s old farmhouse in Mooresville,  
 he grilled the gangster’s great-nephew, Jeff Scalf, on how  
  Dillinger walked and talked. 

John John 
limped after limped after 
being shot.being shot.

The similarities between depp and dillinger  
 were astonishing …

… Both were meticulous in 
preparation … 

… Both enjoyed using the Tommy gun Tommy gun …  … And when Depp tried on
  Dillinger’s trousers …

Depp fi nished playing the
  thief last April, leaving  
 only one question  …

… Can he fi nally nab the

     etween takes at the old Crown Point jail, from 
 which Dillinger once escaped, the actor strolled 
out to talk with fans … often staying in characteroften staying in character. 

… they were an exact fi t!
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